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LESSON #1-2 – War in the Pacific
(5/14)

VOCABULARY 10:1 and 10:2
ADM Nimitz (294)
GEN MacArthur
Bataan Death March (295)
B-25 Bombers
COL Doolittle
Carrier Hornet
Code Breakers (Navaho) (296)
Battle of Midway (297)
B-29 Superfortress (299)
Kamikaze (300)

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. Describe why it was so 
difficult to defeat the 
Japanese.

2. How did the US finally 
force the Japanese into 
surrender?



Intro thoughts



Japanese Aggression

• Japanese expansion in Asia began in 1931 with the 
invasion of Manchuria (Northeast China) and continued 
in 1937 with a brutal attack on Nanjing, China.

• On Sept 27, 1940, Japan signed a military alliance with 
Hitler, and Italy; the three of them became known as 
the “Axis”

• Seeking to curb Japanese aggression and force a 
withdrawal of Japanese forces from Manchuria and 
China, the United States imposed economic sanctions 
on Japan.

• Faced with severe shortages of oil and other natural 
resources, and driven by the ambition to displace the 
US as the dominant Pacific power, Japan decided to 
eliminate the US and British forces in Asia.                                         



Japan Attacked USA

• Japan launched a surprise attack on the IS 
Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on Dec 7, 
1941

• The attack severely damaged the American 
fleet and prevented (in the short term) serious 
American interference with Japanese military 
operations.

• In response, the US declared war on Japan. 

• Japan, then Germany declared war on US.

• Our response was to then declare war on 
Germany. 



Japan on the offensive

• After the attack on Pearl Harbor, Japan 
achieved a long series of military victories

• In Dec, 1941, Japan took Guam and Wake 
Island. In 1942, Japan took the Philippines, 
giving them control of most of the islands in 
the western Pacific

• The Bataan Death March became a symbol for 
Japanese mistreatment of prisoners

• US then hit back in April of 1942 with a 
surprise attack on mainland Japan known as 
the “Doolittle Raid”



Japanese Advancement Stopped

• The turning point in the Pacific was the Battle of 
Midway in June, 1942

• We had broken their code, and sent all three of 
our Aircraft Carriers to ambush the Japanese 
aggression

• Until then, the Japanese won all battles

• After that, the Japanese lost battle after battle

• We mostly moved around strongholds, hopping 
over them to attack weaker islands. This became 
known as “island hopping”

• As we got closer to Japan, they started training 
their pilots to fly suicide missions directly in to 
our ships. They were known as kamikaze pilots



Japanese finally lose and surrender

• Worried that an attack on mainland Japan was the only 
way to force the Japanese into surrender, and it would 
cost many lives, [new] Pres. Truman searched for 
another idea. 

• Scientists had been perfecting atomic bombs

• The explosive power of a single bomb was that of 
20,000 tons of TNT

• On Aug 6, 1945, we dropped the first atomic bomb on 
the city of Hiroshima. 70,000 people were instantly 
killed

• Three days later, we dropped another bomb on the city 
of Nagasaki

• Three days later, the Japanese finally surrendered

• No invasion costing millions of lives was necessary.


